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except  for  the  eventual efficiency  and
integrity of the administration.
The really dangerous matter came from
no excited Bengali orator or journalist, but
from the cold, subtle, and implacable mind
of a Chitpavan Brahmin in the Mahratta
country. My little Mr. Xs being lured or
driven into muddled sedition were crea-
tures whom one was sometimes bound to
pity, and who certainly excited no alarm :
Bal Gangadhar Tillak was much the most
dangerous opponent British rule in India
has known since the Mutiny of 1857.
Working in the Mahratta country he had
carefully developed a cult of Shivaji, the
greatest of the Mahratta leaders in the
period before the British conquest. By
almost incredible strategy, he had then
extended the cult of this fiercely sectional
hero of a portion of Western India, so as
to enrol among its adherents numbers of
the descendants of those Bengalis to whom
Shivaji had been a terror. Call to mind
that Calcutta had a Mahratta Ditch, relic
of a very necessary protection against